
 



 

 

MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP 

Our fiscal year started May 1, 2020, with the pandemic, uncertainty, and fear. 
It ended April 30, 2021, with hope and resources to respond to the many 
needs presented to us. Both USA staff and Honduras staff responded to each 
challenge with a team approach and went way beyond the call of duty. I have 
to admit that in November of 2020, when both hurricanes passed through 
Honduras within two weeks of each other, it felt overwhelming to deal with 
COVID and these natural disasters also. By December, though, miracles     
started happening with a large donation to build over 400 home units, as well 
as a partnership with USAID (GOAL project with the latrines) and the city        
government of Progresso. United, we started these projects on January 1, 2021; 
by the end of May, land had been cleared, 441 families selected, materials  
shipped and distributed to the building sites, and 100 homes built. Churches, 
individuals, and service groups all came together to provide over 1000          
five-gallon buckets filled with sheets, towels,   plates, cups, spatulas, frying 
pans, and more for those who had lost everything. 

Over the past year too, we developed new programs with pediatric cardiology, general medicine, womenôs medicine, 
and the new Robles Vision eye center, which opened in August 2020. Throughout the entire pandemic, in fact,    
CAMOôs doors in Honduras were never closed. Our executive director, Jos® Bautista, led with passion; for example, 
when he learned that the orphanage had no food for the girls for over a week and shared this with Honduran staff, 
despite the fact that they had little for themselves, they responded. Similarly, when people with extreme health care 
needs were lined up in front of the hospital, the entire staff chose to come to work and serve those in great need, 
even though they had been offered the choice to stay at home, fully paid, because of the pandemic.  

During this fiscal year too, CAMO was chosen to administrate the World Bank funds given to the Honduran        
ministry of health; these funds included 1.6 million dollars for COVID testing and treatment in three states 
(departments) of Honduras. We provided Zoom education in respiratory therapy to frontline workers, who then   
saved thousands of lives. 

In the USA we shipped 9 containers to Honduras, and our volunteers and staff processed more donations than in 
any prior year.  

We have so much to be thankful for and each donor, patient, staff, counterpart, and volunteer is part of our success. 
We look forward to our continued partnerships. 
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Kathryn Tschiegg 

Executive Director/Founderôs Message 



 

о 

MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP 

Ron Taggart 

USA Board Presidentôs Message 

Medical practice in an underdeveloped country is a real challenge due to the lack of         
resources even for basic care. Given this reality, 13 years ago I took on the challenge to start 
the neurosurgery program and make these services available to the neediest; this has been 

one of the best decisions of my life. However, to achieve this goal, I needed human resources and support. I found both in CAMO 
and the Hospital de Occidente, along with a family of people who share the solidarity necessary to alleviate pain and misery for the 
most deprived, making possible this medical service and the many other health programs which benefit thousands of people year 
after year.  This relationship with CAMO has also allowed me to evolve as a professional. CAMO has contributed logistics,       
equipment, and instrumentsðall vital, but in my particular case even my medical and surgical practice changed dramatically by    
having access to educational experiences and working shoulder to shoulder with other international professionals like Dr. JC Tabet, 
who has contributed to my knowledge, skills, and training in many different branches of medicine. Special thanks to Dr. Tetsuo 
Tatsumi who had the idea and initial support to bring neurosurgery to the western regions of Honduras.                                       

Today our neurosurgical program is the best equipped in the country and at the same time accessible to the poor. As president of 
the Board of Directors of Fundación CAMO, apart from the growth in my surgical profession, I have been involved in the          
governance of CAMO. This      provided me with experience in the management of logistics, education, planning, and international 
funds in the response to the pandemic. The foundation also played an important role in supporting the victims of the hurricane, 
benefiting thousands with housing, basic supplies, and nutritional support. Being part of the resources that CAMO has provided, 
coupled with the passion to serve and the impact we have had in my country, has been an extremely rewarding life experience. 
CAMOôs impact will endure from generation to generation. 

I am pleased to report that despite truly incredible challenges presented by two devastating  
hurricanes that struck Honduras in November 2020 and the COVID pandemic,  CAMOôs 

operations in Honduras were 74% self-supporting, down only 6% from an 80% mark achieved 
in 2019-2020.  Also very encouraging is the Honduran response to the COVID pandemic:  The 

country has achieved a 78% vaccination rate with masking and other public health measures  
almost universally employed.  You can read elsewhere in this publication details of CAMOôs 

construction of nearly 500 homes for Honduran families that lost everything in the storms. CAMO continues its research in    

conjunction with the Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Vanderbilt University.  We also continue to fulfill our        

contracts with the three major universities in Honduras by serving as a site for the training of medical students.  Also heartening is 
the confidence that CAMO continues to earn as demonstrated by it being entrusted with providing healthcare services for nine 

city governments, as well as administering COVID tests for the Ministry of Health of the World Development Bank.  Many    
Honduran government entities as well as many NGOôs continue to seek out CAMO as a partner due to its growing reputation as a 

responsible and effective healthcare organization. 

The people of Honduras are grateful for CAMO and I am grateful for the support from our donors, volunteers, and staff that    
continue to make this great endeavor possible!  

Dr. Roberto Alvarez 
CAMO Honduras Board Presidentôs Message 



 

 
п п 



 

р 



 

 
с 


